
 

For Local Weather 

Information 
 

Area Television Stations 

Channel 3 (ABC) WEAR TV 

Channel 5 (CBS) WKRG TV 

Channel 10 (NBC) WALA TV 

Channel 15 (FOX) WPMI TV 

Channel 44 WJTC TV 

 

Area Radio Stations 

WABB AM/FM (1480) 

WABF AM (1220) 

WAVH FM (106.5) 

WBCA AM (1110) 

WBHY AM (840) 

WBHY FM (88.5) 

WBLX FM (92.5) 

WBUB FM (104.1) 

WDLT FM (98.3) 

WDLT AM (600) 

WGOK AM (900) 

WHEP AM (1310) 

WHIL FM (91.3) 

WJLQ FM (100.7) 

WKSJ FM (94.9) 

WMXC FM (99.9) 

WMOB AM (1360) 

WNTM AM (710) 

WNSP FM (105.5) 

WPCS FM (89.3) 

WQUA FM (102.1) 

WRKH FM (96.1) 

WTKK FM (TK-101) 

WUWF FM (91) 

WXBM FM (102.5) 

WXWY AM (100) 

WZEW FM (92.1) 

Important Contact  
Information 

 
Baldwin County Building Inspection   

(251) 972-6837 
 

Baldwin County Planning and Zoning   
planning@baldwincountyal.gov 

(251) 580-1655 
 

Baldwin County Highway Department 
(251) 937-0371 

 
Baldwin County Highway ï 

 Permitting (Subdivision) Division 
(251) 580-1655 

 
Baldwin County Emergency Management  
Central Region              (251) 972-6807 
North Region  (251) 937-0317 
Eastern Shore                 (251) 990-4605 

 
Community Rating System Program  

(CRS) Coordinator 
(251) 972-6837ext. 2879 

If you would like to 
be notified of other 
information on zon-
ing and development 
in your area and 
throughout Baldwin 
County, please sign 
up to receive our 
ñGet Notifiedò 
emails.  Once sub-
scribed you will re-
ceive via email our 
quarterly newslet-
ter, agendas for up-
coming meetings,  
action reports and 
other news and in-
formation.  To sub-
scribe, visit https//
open.baldwincounty
al.gov/
pandzsubscribe.  
The service is free 
and users will be 
able to  subscribe or 
unsubscribe the list 
at will. 

Survive Severe Storms! 
 

A Weather Ra-
dio Can Be a  
Good  

Investment 
Protect yourself and 

your family from 

disasters!  During 

or after an emergen-

cy, it might be sev-

eral days before 

vital services are 

restored.  NOAA 

emergency alert 

weather radios acti-

vate to provide you with immediate information about life 

threatening events, giv-

ing you extra time to  

prepare and evacuate if 

necessary. 

Baldwin County 
Building Department 

Main Office  
201 East Section Ave. 
Foley, AL 36535 
(251) 972-6837 

 
Robertsdale Office 
22251 Palmer Street 
Robertsdale, Al.  

36567 
 

Fairhope Office 
1100 Fairhope Ave. 
Fairhope, AL 36532 

 
Bay Minette Office 
312 Courthouse Sq. 

Ste. 14 
Bay Minette, Al. 

36507 
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Flood Hazard Protection Newsletter 

Baldwin County Commission 
Building Department 

Sink or Swim? Bringing Communities Together to Tackle Flooding 
 

Flooding affects all communities in coastal Alabama. Itôs important to have a forum or ñuser groupò where local com-
munities can meet, share, learn, and communicate information about flooding and how to improve flooding manage-
ment and outreach. To help meet this need, a flooding user group, the South Alabama Flood Engagement Team (SAFE
-T) was formed as part of the Community Resilience Initiative (CRI). CRI began in 2016 and is a collaborative effort 
led by the Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural Resources and Weeks Bay Reserve with funding from the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration or NOAA. An advisory team that includes the Alabama Department 
of Economic and Community Affairs, Baldwin County Soil and Water Conservation District, City of Orange Beach, 
Coastal States Organization, FEMA, Grand Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve, MS-AL Sea Grant, NOAA, 
Smart Home America, and South Alabama Regional Planning Commission collaborates with communities in Mobile 
and Baldwin Counties to address flooding and floodplain management problems. SAFE-T was created as a network of 
practitioners to increase floodplain management capacity through shared challenges, solutions, and resources. 
 
To establish SAFE-T, partners in the project reached out to floodplain managers, consultants, and community officials 
to establish the groupôs foundation and the first meeting was held in July 2018 with a goal to meet quarterly thereafter. 
Since that inaugural gathering, 15 meetings and trainings have been held with a range of participant expertise from 
both sides of Mobile Bay, including municipal and county floodplain managers, engineers, emergency managers, sur-
veyors, insurance agents, and realtors. Throughout 2018 and 2019, SAFE-T met in-person, typically over a good hot 
lunch. Topics discussed have included government versus private market flood insurance, elevation certificates, data-
driven flood research, and how local communities are using drones to communicate post-disaster conditions. 
 
SAFE-T organizers faced a challenge in 2020 amidst the COVID-19 pandemic. How do you keep the ball rolling on an 
initiative whose goal is to bring people together during a time when in-person gatherings are discouraged? To keep up 
SAFE-Tôs momentum and also continue to offer professional education credit opportunities for the groupôs attendees, 
SAFE-T has transitioned to a virtual forum (for now). When asked about training needs over the past several years, 
learning more about FEMAôs process to revise flood insurance rate maps has been a consistent theme among the 
group. This past October, SAFE-T organizers partnered with Alabama Department of Economic and Community Af-
fairs and Wood Consulting to offer two, 3-hour virtual trainings for community officials and those making flood map 
change requests. In total, nine webinars and virtual trainings have been held so far, on topics including sea-level rise, 
hurricanes and global warming, environmental justice, and facilitating virtual meetings.  
 
Most recently, a virtual introduction to FEMAôs Community Rating System was held this January. The Community 
Rating System is a program that rewards communities for taking flood management actions that go above and beyond 
minimum standards. Communities received ñpointsò for these efforts, and property owners in that community are re-
warded with a discount on their flood insurance premiums. Of the 27 communities in coastal Alabama, five are current-
ly participating in the programˈDauphin Island, Baldwin County, Foley, Gulf Shores, and Orange Beach. Alabama 
lags in participation compared to nearby states, so a long-term goal of the Community Resilience Initiative project has 
been to encourage more participation. 
 
For the immediate future, SAFE-T will continue to bring flood management professionals together over our computer 
screens and telephones. We look forward to the day we can meet (and eat) together again in person to tackle flood is-
sues. 
 
Article courtesy of Mike Shelton and Amy Gores 
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Baldwin County Special Flood Hazard Areas Map 

Baldwin County is comprised 
of approximately 1,596.3 
square miles (1,067,231 acres) 
of which 188,628 acres is in the 
A, AE and VE flood zones. 
The Baldwin County Inspection 
Department maintains FIRM 
maps.  These maps are availa-
ble for public inspection during 
normal business hours.  They 
may also be viewed at your 
local library. Elevation Certifi-
cates for the past few years may 
also be obtained at the Baldwin 
County Inspection Department.  
Staff is available to assist you 
with the following information: 

* Whether a property is  

located within an NFIP or 
County mapped flood zone. 

* FEMA flood zone and regu-
latory base flood elevation. 

* FEMA Elevation Certificate, 
if available.  The Elevation 
Certificate is an essential tool 
used to accurately rate flood 
insurance policies. 

* Information on mandatory 

flood insurance purchase 
requirements. 

* Regulatory provisions that 

may apply to your  
property. 

* If available, whether or not 
the property has ever  
suffered any flood damage. 

Upon written request, you may 
obtain a map of your property 
as it relates to a  
local flood hazard area.   
Contact the Baldwin County 
Planning & Zoning  
Department or visit their web-
site at 
www.planning.baldwincountyal
.gov. 
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Track the Tides is a citizen science project led by Weeks Bay Reserve that aims to increase awareness and local 
knowledge of nuisance flooding among residents of Fish and Magnolia Rivers and provide researchers with valu-
able data on these flood events. Nuisance flooding, sometimes referred to as high tide flooding, occurs when local 
sea level temporarily rises above the minor flooding threshold set locally by NOAA's National Weather Service. 
These floods happen in the absence of storm surge or riverine flooding. When water levels surpass the threshold, 
different threats to public safety arise. Communities might be faced with road closures, damage to infrastruc-
ture, and overwhelmed storm drains (Alabama - State Summaries 2019 (ncics.org). 
 
The project utilizes educational trainings to fill in the gaps concerning what nuisance flooding is and the regional 
impacts on coastal communities. Following the trainings, willing participants host a stream gauge that is used by 
the homeowner to monitor and report water depth during flood events. Stream gauges, also known as staff gaug-
es or water depth gauges, are vertical boards with graduated markings ï like a large ruler - that indicate water 
depth. The gauges are installed by Reserve staff during periods of low precipitation and calm conditions at a wa-
ter correlating with water level measurements at the Weeks Bay Tide station.   These low-profile gauges are in-
stalled on waterfront owner's decks or boathouses and project participants simply snap a photo of the water lev-
el reading and submit the image via text to researchers at the Reserve. An additional project goal is to record 
how often and to what extent localized flooding occurs due to rainfall and storm events outside of what would be 
considered a ñnuisanceò flood. Therefore, select sites are asked to host rain gauges to collect precipitation data at 
key locations throughout the Weeks Bay watershed. 
 
Finally, the Track the Tides project also aims to increase awareness about marine debris and steps homeowners 
can take to prevent litter from entering waterways. Anything from coolers to those colorful flamingo lawn orna-
ments can be swept up in a flood event. Many man-made materials are persistent and, when they are either in-
tentionally or unintentionally introduced into the watershed, contribute to the larger plastic pollution problem 
that plagues our estuaries and world oceans. Marine debris can impact shorelines, disrupt food webs, and signifi-
cantly decreases the aesthetic value of waterfront property and the ability to appreciate nature's beauty and re-
storative properties. 
   
All the data collected from this project can be used to track the timing and influence of tides and rainfall events 
on water depths within the rivers. When it is compared to precipitation data, researchers can better understand 
the timing and extent of localized flooding from storm events. A better understanding of these dynamics will help 
inform management decisions for protecting homeowners and the environment during nuisance flood events. If 
you think you might be interested in learning more or hosting a staff gauge, contact the Reserve at (251) 928-
9792 or e-mail Stewardship Coordinator Eric Brunden at eric.brunden@dcnr.alabama.gov 

Nuisance flood - Flooding that causes public inconveniences such as road closures and overwhelmed storm 
drains, etc. sometimes referred to as high tide flooding. Generally localized, a high-tide flooding event oc-
curs when local sea level temporarily rises above an identified threshold height for flooding, in the absence 
of storm surge or riverine flooding. 
Want to mention our interest in all flood events ï track changes in height, periodicity, length of time. 
 
Soliciting volunteers who live on the Fish and Magnolia Rivers willing to help us track water depth over 
time by hosting site to install stream gauge - Volunteers will photograph stream gauge and send image to 
Reserve. Rain data stored within rain gauge periodically collected by Reserve staff. 
Stream gauges installed by Reserve staff at a level that correlates with measurement recorded at the 
Weeks Bay Tide station. 
Rain gauges installed at volunteers homes at key locations throughout watershed. 
Will use data to track timing and influence of tide on the water depths within rivers, record time and ex-
tent of localized flooding caused by storm events and compare with precipitation data. 
Possible use with future modeling efforts 
 
Article courtesy of Eric Brunden 

http://www.planning.co.baldwin.al.us
http://www.planning.co.baldwin.al.us
https://statesummaries.ncics.org/chapter/al/
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New flood maps for Baldwin County were approved in April 2019.  All property owners should check with the Baldwin  

County Building Department to see if  the flood zone on their property has changed.  Many parcels were included in the 

New maps and will now require flood insurance..  Baldwin Co. Bldg. Dept. 251-972-6837 / 251-990-4641 / 251-580-1886 
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Baldwin County is an active participant in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP), which provides federally backed 
flood insurance in communities that enact and enforce floodplain regulations.  Since its inception in 1968, the program has been 
successful in helping flood victims get back on their feet. This is important since property owners who hold a federally backed 
mortgage must purchase flood insurance if the property is located within a Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA). 
Baldwin County began its participation in the NFIP Community Rating System (CRS) Program in 1994.  The CRS Program 

was developed by the Federal Insurance Administration to provide incentives for NFIP communities to implement more stringent 
floodplain standards than the minimum NFIP requirements.  The CRS rewards these efforts with discounts on flood insurance 
premiums. The CRS uses a rating system to determine the amount of discount - the better the rating, the more the discount will 
be. Baldwin County currently holds a Class 7 CRS rating, which equates to a 15% discount on new or renewing flood insurance 
policies for all SFHA properties. 
Since flooding is the most common natural disaster, it is important that you obtain the maximum protection.  You can pur-

chase flood insurance irrespective of where you reside in high, moderate, or low risk areas, and there is no exclusion as to what 
type of ownership you represent (i.e. homeowner, renter or business owner).   
To help protect property and reduce potential losses due to flooding, please refer to this fact sheet in the event of an impend-

ing hurricane, tropical storm or notification of projected heavy rainfall.  During extended periods of heavy rainfall, low-lying 
areas within the County are at risk for flooding.  Visit the FEMA website (www.fema.gov) for more information on the National 
Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). 

Baldwin County has been  
designated as a StormReady Community 
by the National Weather Service.  Storm-
Ready communities are better prepared to 
save lives from the onslaught of severe 
weather through advanced planning, edu-
cation and awareness.  No community is 
storm proof, but StormReady can help 
communities save lives. 
Baldwin Countyôs Emergency  

Management Agency uses several  
warning devices to warn residents and  
visitors of storms and potential rising wa-
ter hazards. 
A REVERSE 911 system was pur-

chased in 2004 and allows Emergency 
Management to link its E911 telephone 
databases and existing GIS Mapping  
Systems to target a precise geographic area 
and quickly notify individuals in the event 
of a disaster or threat.  Reverse 911 mes-

Baldwin Countyõs Storm Ready Flood Warning System 
sages are prerecorded messages sent to 
home phones that are nonrestrictive and 
cell phones that are registered with the 
Emergency 911 Agency.  The system has 
the capability to send messages via text 
and TTY/TDD calling for the hearing im-
paired. 
Flood warnings are disseminated by 

the Emergency Alert System through local 
radio and television stations and by NOAA 
Weather Radio at 162.400 or 162.550 
MHz depending on your  
location. 
In the event of flood hazards, tune 

into local Radio and TV Stations for  
information. (See back page for complete 
listing of local station identification num-
bers) 
The County provides real-time infor-

mation regarding high water, road clo-
sures, and evacuation routes through 

Changeable Message Signs.  Warnings 
may also be issued to affected busi-
nesses and residences by mobile public 
address systems on emergency vehi-
cles.  When you hear these messages 
you should follow the instructions and 
tune to your radio and TV stations for 
more  
information.   
For additional information  

regarding Baldwin Countyôs flood 
warning program, contact Baldwin 
County Emergency Management 
Agency at 251.972.6807. 
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Flood monitoring stations are 
located on the Fish, Magnolia, 
Styx, Mobile and Perdido Rivers.  
These stations are monitored by 
the National Weather Service and 
Baldwin County Emergency Man-
agement Agency.  This infor-
mation is used to monitor stream 
flow and stream height for early 
detection of rising water.  This 
monitoring allows emergency 
personnel to make better deci-
sions about warning people in 
flood prone areas. 
You can access forecasts 

online as well as weather discus-
sions, radar information, and sat-
ellite photos through the National 
Weather Service flood forecast 
site which can be viewed at: 

 http://www.srh.noaa.gov/
mob/?n=rivers 

Additional USGS stream 
gages are located on the Fish Riv-
er near Silverhill; the Magnolia 
River at US Highway 98; Wolf 
Creek below Foley; and the Styx 
River near Loxley.  Data from 
these sites can be found on the 
USGS website at  
http://waterwatch.usgs.gov/ 

&ÌÏÏÄ 4ÅÒÍÓ ÔÏ +ÎÏ×Ȧ 
 

FLOOD WATCH:  Flash flooding is possible within the watch area. 
 

FLASH FLOOD WARNING:  Flash flooding is imminent or has been reported in the warning area and evacua-
tion is advisable.   

*A flash flood is caused by excessive rainfall in a short period of time, generally less than 6 hours.   

*When a flash flood warning is issued you may have 30 minutes or less to act.  Therefore, you should preplan the actions you 
will take when a flood warning is issued. 
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http://www.srh.noaa.gov/mob/?n=rivers
http://www.srh.noaa.gov/mob/?n=rivers
http://waterwatch.usgs.gov/
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Baldwin County is located 
in southwestern Alabama 
on the Gulf of Mexico.  
The county encompasses 
an area of  
approximately 1,596.35 
square miles and is bor-
dered to the northwest by 
Washington County, to 
the north by Clarke and 
Monroe Counties, to the 
east by Escambia County, 
Florida, to the south by 
the Gulf of Mexico, and to 
the west by Mobile Coun-
ty.  The County seat is in 
the City of Bay Minette 
which is located in the 
north central part of the 
county.  A majority of 
Baldwin County is entire-
ly surrounded by water, 
except for a 17ï mile 
stretch along the north-
eastern border. 

¶ It is surrounded by Mobile Bay, the 
Tensaw River, and Mobile River to 
the west; Little River to the north; 
Perdido River and Perdido Bay to the 
east; and the Gulf of Mexico to the 
south. 

¶ There are approximately 1800 miles 
of streams and rivers in Baldwin 
County identified in the United States 
Census Bureau (USCB) TIGER files.   

Some of the more prominent 
water bodies internal to the coun-
ty include:  Bay Minette Creek, 
Styx River, Blackwater River, 
Fish River, Magnolia River, 
Weeks Bay, Bon Secour River, 
the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway, 
Oyster Bay, Wolf Bay,  
Soldierôs Creek and Palmetto 
Creek.  Approximately 22 percent 
of the land in Baldwin County is 
considered wetland.   
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Being prepared for a flood includes having flood insurance.  With floods, there is usually some resulting loss or damage of 
property.  Unfortunately, homeownersô insurance policies do not cover flood damage.  However, flood insurance coverage is availa-
ble under the NFIP for participating communities with the exception of the Coastal Barrier Resources Act (COBRA) areas along the 
Fort Morgan Peninsula.  In these areas, private flood insurance may be available.  
Many people think they donôt need flood insurance because federal disaster assistance will bail them out.  But floods are not 

always declared a federal disaster area.  Even when they are, aid is usually in the form of a loan, which must be paid back with inter-
est.  Flood insurance on the other hand, pays for all covered losses, and unlike loans, that money doesnôt have to be paid back.  You 
can cover your homeôs structure for up to $250,000, and its contents for up to $100,000.  For businesses, structural coverage is avail-
able up to $500,000, and up to $500,000 for contents.  
As a result of participating in the Community Rating System Program (CRS), Baldwin County has successfully reduced flood 

insurance premiums by 20% resulting in a savings to the citizens of Baldwin County.  A 10% discount is provided for non-SHFAs. 
Instead of paying higher premiums, the money saved hopefully stays in the community.  
Currently Baldwin County has 9,783 flood insurance policies in force which estimates to $2,126,335,400 respectively.  Since 

inception into the NFIP, there have been 6,985 losses paid totaling approximately $204,410,128. 
 There are 6,080 policies in force in the SFHA, with an average premium (after 15% discount) of $621 which is a savings of 

$110 and a savings to the citizens of Baldwin County of $666,617. There are 1929 policies in force in the Non-SFHA, with an aver-
age premium (after 5% discount) of $334 which is a savings of $33,948. 
 For more information about flood insurance, property owners and potential buyers should contact their local insurance agent or call 
the toll-free information line for the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) at 1-800-427-4661. 
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Wave and current action 
associated with the tide cause  
extensive damage.  Water 
weighs approximately 1,700 
pounds per cubic yard; extend-
ed pounding by frequent waves 
can demolish any structure not 
specifically designed to with-
stand such forces. 

 
The current created by the 

tide combine with the action of 
the waves to severely erode 
beaches and coastal high-
ways.  Many buildings with-
stand hurricane force winds 
until their foundations, under-
mined by erosion, are weak-
ened and fall. 

The level of surge in a particular area 
is also determined by the slope of the con-
tinental shelf.  A shallow slope off the 
coast will allow a greater surge to inundate 
coastal communities.  Communities with a 
steeper continental shelf will not see as 
much surge inundation although large 
breaking waves can still present major 
problems.  Storm tides, waves, and currents 
in confined harbors severely damage ships, 
marinas, and pleasure boats. 

 
In general, the more intense the storm, 

and the closer a community is to the right-
front quadrant, the larger the area that must 
evacuate.  The problem is always the un-
certainty about how intense the storm will 
be when it finally makes landfall.  Emer-
gency managers and local officials balance 
the uncertainty with the human and eco-
nomic risks to their community.  This is 
why a rule of thumb for emergency manag-
ers is to plan for a storm one category high-
er than what is forecast.  This is a reasona-
ble precaution to help minimize the loss of 
life from hurricanes. 



  

&ÌÏÏÄ )ÎÓÕÒÁÎÃÅ )Ó !ÆÆÏÒÄÁÂÌÅ 

4ÈÅ ÁÖÅÒÁÇÅ ПÌÏÏÄ ÉÎÓÕÒÁÎÃÅ ÐÏÌÉÃÙ ÃÏÓÔÓ Á ÌÉÔÔÌÅ 
ÍÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ Ασππ Á ÙÅÁÒ ÆÏÒ ÁÂÏÕÔ Αρππȟπππ ÏÆ ÃÏÖÅÒȤ
ÁÇÅȢ )Î ÃÏÍÐÁÒÉÓÏÎȟ Á ÄÉÓÁÓÔÅÒ ÈÏÍÅ ÌÏÁÎ ÃÁÎ ÃÏÓÔ 
ÙÏÕ ÍÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ Ασππ Á ÍÏÎÔÈ ÆÏÒ Αυπȟπππ ÏÖÅÒ ςπ 

ÙÅÁÒÓȢ 

 
4ÈÅÒÅ )Ó Á ,Ï×-#ÏÓÔ  

0ÏÌÉÃÙ ÆÏÒ (ÏÍÅÓ ÉÎ ,Ï× ÔÏ -ÏÄÅÒÁÔÅ 2ÉÓË 
!ÒÅÁÓ 
4ÈÅ 0ÒÅÆÅÒÒÅÄ 2ÉÓË 0ÏÌÉÃÙ ÉÓ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÆÏÒ ÊÕÓÔ ÏÖÅÒ 

Αρππ Á ÙÅÁÒȢ 9ÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÂÕÙ ÕÐ ÔÏ Αςυπȟπππ ÏÆ  ÃÏÖÅÒÁÇÅ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕÒ 
ÈÏÍÅ ÁÎÄ Αφπȟπππ ÏÆ ÃÏÖÅÒÁÇÅ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÏÎÔÅÎÔÓȢ 

   
4ÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ 5ÓÕÁÌÌÙ Á σπ-$ÁÙ 7ÁÉÔÉÎÇ 0ÅÒÉÏÄ 
"ÅÆÏÒÅ #ÏÖÅÒÁÇÅ )Ó %ÆÆÅÃÔÉÖÅ 
0ÌÁÎ ÁÈÅÁÄ ÓÏ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÎÏÔ ÃÁÕÇÈÔ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ПÌÏÏÄ ÉÎȤ
ÓÕÒÁÎÃÅ ×ÈÅÎ Á ПÌÏÏÄ ÔÈÒÅÁÔÅÎÓ ÙÏÕÒ ÈÏÍÅ ÏÒ ÂÕÓÉȤ

ÎÅÓÓȢ 

 
&ÅÄÅÒÁÌ $ÉÓÁÓÔÅÒ !ÓÓÉÓÔÁÎÃÅ ÉÓ .ÏÔ ÔÈÅ !ÎÓ×ÅÒ 

&ÅÄÅÒÁÌ ÄÉÓÁÓÔÅÒ ÁÓÓÉÓÔÁÎÃÅ ÉÓ ÏÎÌÙ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÉÆ ÔÈÅ 
0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 5ÎÉÔÅÄ 3ÔÁÔÅÓ ÄÅÃÌÁÒÅÓ Á ÄÉÓÁÓÔÅÒȢ 
-ÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ ωπ ÐÅÒÃÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÁÌÌ ÄÉÓÁÓÔÅÒÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 5ÎÉÔÅÄ 
3ÔÁÔÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÎÏÔ ÐÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÉÁÌÌÙ ÄÅÃÌÁÒÅÄȢ &ÌÏÏÄ ÉÎÓÕÒȤ

ÁÎÃÅ ÐÁÙÓ ÅÖÅÎ ÉÆ Á ÄÉÓÁÓÔÅÒ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÄÅÃÌÁÒÅÄȢ  

 
 5Ð 4Ï Αρ -ÉÌÌÉÏÎ ÏÆ &ÌÏÏÄ )ÎÓÕÒÁÎÃÅ #ÏÖȤ
ÅÒÁÇÅ )Ó !ÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÆÏÒ .ÏÎ-2ÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÉÁÌ 
"ÕÉÌÄÉÎÇÓ ÁÎÄ 4ÈÅ #ÏÎÔÅÎÔÓ 
5Ð ÔÏ Αυππȟπππ ÏÆ ÃÏÖÅÒÁÇÅ ÉÓ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÆÏÒ ÎÏÎ-

ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÉÁÌ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇÓ ÁÎÄ ÕÐ ÔÏ Αυππȟπππ ÏÆ ÃÏÖÅÒÁÇÅ ÉÓ ÁÖÁÉÌÁȤ
ÂÌÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÔÅÎÔÓ ÏÆ ÎÏÎ-ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÉÁÌ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇÓȢ  

 
 

&ÏÒ ÍÏÒÅ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÂÏÕÔ ПÌÏÏÄ ÉÎÓÕÒÁÎÃÅȟ 
ÐÒÏÐÅÒÔÙ Ï×ÎÅÒÓ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÌÏÃÁÌ ÉÎÓÕÒȤ
ÁÎÃÅ ÁÇÅÎÔ ÏÒ ÃÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÔÏÌÌ-ÆÒÅÅ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÌÉÎÅ ÆÏÒ 
ÔÈÅ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ &ÌÏÏÄ )ÎÓÕÒÁÎÃÅ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍ ɉ.&)0Ɋ ÁÔȡ 

ρ-ψππ-τςχ-τφφρȢ 

 

 %ÖÅÒÙÏÎÅ ,ÉÖÅÓ ÉÎ Á &ÌÏÏÄ 
:ÏÎÅ 

9ÏÕ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÌÉÖÅ ÎÅÁÒ ×ÁÔÅÒ ÔÏ ÂÅ 
ПÌÏÏÄÅÄȢ &ÌÏÏÄÓ ÁÒÅ ÃÁÕÓÅÄ ÂÙ ÓÔÏÒÍÓȟ ÍÅÌÔÉÎÇ 
ÓÎÏ×ȟ ÈÕÒÒÉÃÁÎÅÓ ÁÎÄ ×ÁÔÅÒ ÂÁÃËÕÐ ÄÕÅ ÔÏ ÉÎÁÄÅȤ
ÑÕÁÔÅ ÏÒ ÏÖÅÒÌÏÁÄÅÄ ÄÒÁÉÎÁÇÅ ÓÙÓÔÅÍÓȟ ÄÁÍ ÏÒ 
ÌÅÖÅÅ ÆÁÉÌÕÒÅ ÅÔÃȢ 

  
&ÌÏÏÄ $ÁÍÁÇÅ )Ó .ÏÔ #ÏÖÅÒÅÄ 
ÂÙ (ÏÍÅÏ×ÎÅÒȭÓ 0ÏÌÉÃÉÅÓ 
9ÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔ ÙÏÕÒ ÈÏÍÅȟ ÂÕÓÉÎÅÓÓȟ 

ÁÎÄ ÂÅÌÏÎÇÉÎÇÓ ×ÉÔÈ ПÌÏÏÄ ÉÎÓÕÒÁÎÃÅ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 
.ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ &ÌÏÏÄ )ÎÓÕÒÁÎÃÅ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍȢ 9ÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÉÎȤ
ÓÕÒÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÈÏÍÅ ×ÉÔÈ ПÌÏÏÄ  
ÉÎÓÕÒÁÎÃÅ ÆÏÒ ÕÐ ÔÏ Αςυπȟπππ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ 
Αρππȟπππ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÏÎÔÅÎÔÓȢ 

 

9ÏÕ #ÁÎ "ÕÙ &ÌÏÏÄ )ÎÓÕÒÁÎÃÅ .Ï 
-ÁÔÔÅÒ )Æ 9ÏÕÒ &ÌÏÏÄ 2ÉÓË )Ó 
(ÉÇÈȟ -ÅÄÉÕÍ ÏÒ ,Ï× 

)Ô ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÍÁÔÔÅÒ ×ÈÅÔÈÅÒ ÙÏÕÒ ПÌÏÏÄ ÒÉÓË ÉÓ ÈÉÇÈȟ 
ÍÅÄÉÕÍ ÏÒ ÌÏ×ȟ ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÂÕÙ ПÌÏÏÄ ÉÎÓÕÒÁÎÃÅ ÁÓ 
ÌÏÎÇ ÁÓ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ .ÁȤ
ÔÉÏÎÁÌ &ÌÏÏÄ )ÎÓÕÒÁÎÃÅ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍȢ !ÎÄȟ ÉÔ ÉÓ Á ÇÏÏÄ 
ÉÄÅÁ ÔÏ ÂÕÙ  ÆÏÒ ÌÏ× ÏÒ ÍÏÄÅÒÁÔÅ ÒÉÓËÓɂ ÁÌÍÏÓÔ 
ςυ ÐÅÒÃÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÁÌÌ ПÌÏÏÄ ÉÎÓÕÒÁÎÃÅ ÃÌÁÉÍÓ ÃÏÍÅ 
ÆÒÏÍ ÌÏ× ÁÎÄ ÍÏÄÅÒÁÔÅ ÒÉÓË ÁÒÅÁÓȢ 

 

&ÌÏÏÄ )ÎÓÕÒÁÎÃÅ )Ó %ÁÓÙ 4Ï 'ÅÔ 
4ÈÅ ÁÖÅÒÁÇÅ ПÌÏÏÄ ÉÎÓÕÒÁÎÃÅ ÐÏÌÉÃÙ 
ÃÏÓÔÓ Á ÌÉÔÔÌÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ Ασππ Á ÙÅÁÒ ÆÏÒ 

ÁÂÏÕÔ Αρππȟπππ ÏÆ ÃÏÖÅÒÁÇÅȢ  )Î ÃÏÍÐÁÒÉÓÏÎȟ Á 
ÄÉÓÁÓÔÅÒ ÈÏÍÅ ÌÏÁÎ ÃÁÎ ÃÏÓÔ ÙÏÕ ÍÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ Ασππ 
Á ÍÏÎÔÈ ÆÏÒ Αυπȟπππ ÏÖÅÒ ςπ ÙÅÁÒÓȢ 

 
#ÏÎÔÅÎÔÓ #ÏÖÅÒÁÇÅ )Ó 3ÅÐÁÒÁÔÅȟ 
3Ï 2ÅÎÔÅÒÓ #ÁÎ )ÎÓÕÒÅ 4ÈÅÉÒ  
"ÅÌÏÎÇÉÎÇÓ 4ÏÏ 

5Ð ÔÏ Αρππȟπππ ÃÏÎÔÅÎÔÓ ÃÏÖÅÒÁÇÅ ÉÓ 
ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÆÏÒ ÈÏÍÅÏ×ÎÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÎÔÅÒÓȢ 
7ÈÅÔÈÅÒ ÙÏÕ ÒÅÎÔ ÏÒ Ï×Î ÙÏÕÒ ÈÏÍÅ ÏÒ ÂÕÓÉÎÅÓÓȟ 
ÍÁËÅ ÓÕÒÅ ÔÏ ÁÓË ÙÏÕÒ ÉÎÓÕÒÁÎÃÅ ÁÇÅÎÔ ÁÂÏÕÔ  
ÃÏÎÔÅÎÔÓ ÃÏÖÅÒÁÇÅ ÓÉÎÃÅ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÁÕÔÏÍÁÔÉÃÁÌÌÙ  
ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ ÃÏÖÅÒÁÇÅ ÐÏÌÉÃÉÅÓȢ 

 
 
 

&ÁÃÔÓ %ÖÅÒÙÏÎÅ  
3ÈÏÕÌÄ +ÎÏ× !ÂÏÕÔ 

4ÈÅ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ &ÌÏÏÄ )ÎÓÕÒȤ
ÁÎÃÅ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍ ɉ.&)0Ɋ  
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Flood safety protection measures should be taken in four stages: Preparatory Flood Warning, Flood Warning, During the Flood and 
After the Flood. 
 

Preparatory Flood Warning 

§ Have a stock of food that requires no cooking. 

§ Have a first aid kit available. 

§ Have your vehicle fueled. 

§ Consider purchasing flood insurance for your home and belongings.  Homeownerôs insurance does NOT cover flooding. 

§ Tune in to a radio, television or NOAA Weather Radio for flood warnings. 

§ Obey warnings from officials - evacuate when a notice is issued. 

§ Know your evacuation zone and route to a place of safety.  

§ Know what supplies to take with you. 

§ Be cautious and avoid flood-prone areas when leaving. 

§ Steps should be taken to reduce property losses: 

§ Move outdoor furniture and carry downstairs furniture to upper floors or higher locations. 

§ Sandbags can help slow down floodwaters to keep them from reaching your possessions. 

§ Know what your current insurance policy does and does not cover.  By retrofitting, you can minimize loss prior to floods by building 
floodwalls, elevating a structure, etc. 

Flood Warning  

§ Store drinking water in sterile, covered containers. 

§ Move valuable objects higher.  Place them on shelves, tables and countertops. 

§ Shut off electricity, gas and water to your home prior to leaving. 

§ Leave early enough to avoid traffic congestion. 

During the Flood  

§ Stay on higher ground. 

§ Do not drive on a flooded road - more people drown in their cars than anywhere else.  Do not drive around road barriers; the 
road or bridge may be washed out. 

§ If your vehicle stalls, abandon it immediately and seek higher ground. 

§ Do not attempt to wade across a flowing stream that is above your knees.  Drowning is the number one cause of flood 
deaths, mostly during flash floods.  Currents can be deceptive; if you walk in standing water, use a pole or stick to ensure 
that the ground is still there. 

§ Stay away from power lines and electrical wires.  Electrical current can travel through water.   

§ Look out for Animals.  Consider shelters where animals are allowed.    

After the Flood  

§ Do not eat food that has come into contact with floodwater. 

§ Drink only bottled water or previously stored water. 

§ Look before you step.  The grounds and floors may be covered with debris including broken bottles and nails.  Floors and stairs that 
have been covered with mud can be slippery. 

§ Stay away from disaster areas.  You may hamper rescue or recovery operations. 

§ Do not handle live electrical equipment. 

§ Do not allow children to play in standing water.  It may be contaminated with chemicals or sewage. 

§ Use a flashlight to inspect for damage.  Donôt smoke or use candles, lanterns or open flames unless you know the gas has been 
turned off and the area has been ventilated. 

§ Report downed power lines to the local power company, Emergency Management Agency or local law enforcement authori-
ties. 

§ Keep tuned in to local radio and television stations for instructions on how to obtain medical care and emergency assistance,  
such as water, food, clothing, shelter and further weather reports and  conditions. 

 



  

The Natural & Beneficial 

Functions of Wetlands 

and Storm water  

Management 

4ÈÅ ×ÅÔÌÁÎÄÓ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ "ÁÌÄ×ÉÎ 
#ÏÕÎÔÙ ÁÒÅ ÉÎÄÉÓÐÅÎÓÁÂÌÅ ÁÎÄ ÆÒÁÇÉÌÅ 
ÎÁÔÕÒÁÌ ÒÅÓÏÕÒÃÅÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÓÉÇÎÉПÉÃÁÎÔ ÄÅȤ
ÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ ÃÏÎÓÔÒÁÉÎÔÓ ÄÕÅ ÔÏ ПÌÏÏÄÉÎÇȟ 
ÅÒÏÓÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÓÏÉÌ ÌÉÍÉÔÁÔÉÏÎÓȢ 7ÈÅÎ 
ÐÏÒÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ ПÌÏÏÄÐÌÁÉÎÓ ÁÒÅ ÐÒÅÓÅÒÖÅÄ 
ÏÒ ÒÅÓÔÏÒÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÎÁÔÕÒÁÌ ÓÔÁÔÅȟ ÔÈÅÙ 
ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ ÍÁÎÙ ÂÅÎÅПÉÔÓ ÔÏ ÂÏÔÈ ÈÕÍÁÎ 
ÁÎÄ ÎÁÔÕÒÁÌ ÓÙÓÔÅÍÓȢ   /ÐÅÎ ÓÐÁÃÅ ÒÅȤ
ÓÏÕÒÃÅ ÁÒÅÁÓ ÁÄÊÁÃÅÎÔ ÔÏ ПÌÏÏÄÐÌÁÉÎ 
ÁÒÅÁÓ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÅ ÁÅÓÔÈÅÔÉÃÓ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÃÒÅÁȤ
ÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÉÅÓȠ ÒÅÄÕÃÅ ÔÈÅ ÎÕÍȤ
ÂÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÓÅÖÅÒÉÔÙ ÏÆ ПÌÏÏÄÓȟ ÈÅÌÐ ÈÁÎÄÌÅ 
ÓÔÏÒÍ ×ÁÔÅÒ ÒÕÎ-ÏÆÆȟ ÁÎÄ ÍÉÎÉÍÉÚÅ 
ÎÏÎ-ÐÏÉÎÔ ×ÁÔÅÒ ÐÏÌÌÕÔÉÏÎȢ 
0ÒÏÔÅÃÔÉÎÇ ÆÒÅÓÈ×ÁÔÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÁÓÔÁÌ 

×ÅÔÌÁÎÄÓ ÉÓ Á ÃÒÉÔÉÃÁÌ ÇÏÁÌ ÏÆ "ÁÌÄ×ÉÎ 
#ÏÕÎÔÙȢ  .ÏÔ ÏÎÌÙ ÄÏ ×ÅÔÌÁÎÄÓ ÁÄÄ 
ÓÉÇÎÉПÉÃÁÎÔ ПÉÓÈ ÁÎÄ ×ÉÌÄÌÉÆÅ ÈÁÂÉÔÁÔ ÔÏ 
ÔÈÅ ÓÈÏÒÅ ÌÁÎÄ ÁÒÅÁȟ ÂÕÔ ×ÅÔÌÁÎÄÓ ÐÌÁÙ 
ÁÎ ÅÓÓÅÎÔÉÁÌ ÒÏÌÅ ÉÎ ÐÒÅÓÅÒÖÉÎÇ ×ÁÔÅÒ 
ÑÕÁÌÉÔÙ ÂÙ ÆÕÎÃÔÉÏÎÉÎÇ ÁÓ Á ÂÕÆÆÅÒ ÆÏÒ 
ÁÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÅÄ ×ÁÔÅÒ ÂÏÄÉÅÓȢ  !ÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ 
ÔÈÅ 3ÏÕÔÈÅÁÓÔ 7ÁÔÅÒÓÈÅÄ &ÏÒÕÍȟ ÏÎÅ 
ÁÃÒÅ ÏÆ ÆÒÅÓÈ ×ÁÔÅÒ ×ÅÔÌÁÎÄÓ ÁÒÅ ÖÁÌȤ
ÕÅÄ ÁÔ Αφσπ ÅÁÃÈ ÙÅÁÒ ÆÏÒ ×ÁÔÅÒ 
ÑÕÁÌÉÔÙȟ Αυωτ ÆÏÒ ПÌÏÏÄ ÒÅÔÅÎÔÉÏÎȟ 
Αυσω ÆÏÒ ÒÅÃÒÅÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ПÉÓÈÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ 
Αρȟψσς ÆÏÒ ÂÉÒÄ ×ÁÔÃÈÉÎÇȢ  "ÁÌÄ×ÉÎ 
#ÏÕÎÔÙ ÈÁÓ Á ×ÅÔÌÁÎÄ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÉÏÎ 
ÏÖÅÒÌÁÙ ÄÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ ÉÎ ÁÌÌ ÚÏÎÅÄ ÁÒÅÁÓ 
ÔÈÁÔ ÃÏÖÅÒÓ ÁÐÐÒÏØÉÍÁÔÅÌÙ 
ςψπȟψσρ ÁÃÒÅÓȢ  4ÈÅ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
×ÅÔÌÁÎÄ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÖÅÒÌÁÙ ÄÉÓȤ
ÔÒÉÃÔ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÍÏÔÅ ×ÅÔÌÁÎÄ ÐÒÏÔÅÃȤ
ÔÉÏÎȟ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÔÁËÉÎÇ ÉÎÔÏ ÁÃÃÏÕÎÔ 
ÖÁÒÙÉÎÇ ÅÃÏÌÏÇÉÃÁÌȟ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÉÃ ÄÅȤ
ÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔȟ ÒÅÃÒÅÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÁÅÓȤ
ÔÈÅÔÉÃ ÖÁÌÕÅÓȢ 

7ÅÔÌÁÎÄÓ ÁÌÓÏ ÍÉÔÉÇÁÔÅ ПÌÏÏÄ ÄÁÍȤ
ÁÇÅ ÂÙ ÓÅÒÖÉÎÇ ÁÓ ПÌÏÏÄ ÓÔÏÒÁÇÅ ÁÒÅÁÓȟ 
ÍÉÎÉÍÉÚÉÎÇ ÅÒÏÓÉÏÎ ÄÁÍÁÇÅ ÔÏ ÓÈÏÒÅȤ
ÌÉÎÅÓ ÂÙ ÓÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÖÅÌÏÃÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÒÕÎÏÆÆ 
ÁÎÄ ÒÅÐÌÅÎÉÓÈÉÎÇ ÇÒÏÕÎÄ×ÁÔÅÒ ÓÕÐÐÌÉÅÓȢ  
!ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ 2ÉÖÅÒÓȟ Á ÎÏÎ-ÐÒÏПÉÔ ÃÏÎÓÅÒÖÁȤ
ÔÉÏÎ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÆÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÏÎÅ ×ÅÔȤ
ÌÁÎÄ ÁÃÒÅ ÓÁÔÕÒÁÔÅÄ ÔÏ Á ÄÅÐÔÈ ÏÆ ÏÎÅ 
ÆÏÏÔ ÈÏÌÄÓ σσσȟπππ ÇÁÌÌÏÎÓ ÏÆ ×ÁÔÅÒȟ 
×ÈÉÃÈ ÃÁÎ ПÌÏÏÄ ÔÈÉÒÔÅÅÎ ÁÖÅÒÁÇÅ ÈÏÍÅÓ 
ÔÈÉÇÈ-ÄÅÅÐȢ  4ÈÉÓ ×ÅÔÌÁÎÄ ÆÕÎÃÔÉÏÎ ÐÒÏȤ
ÔÅÃÔÓ ÄÏ×ÎÓÔÒÅÁÍ ÐÒÏÐÅÒÔÙ Ï×ÎÅÒÓ ÆÒÏÍ 
ПÌÏÏÄ ÄÁÍÁÇÅȢ  4ÈÅ ÖÅÌÏÃÉÔÙ ÏÆ ПÌÏÏÄ×ÁȤ
ÔÅÒÓ ÄÅÃÒÅÁÓÅÓ ×ÈÅÎ ÍÅÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÒÅÓÉÓÔÁÎÃÅ 
ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ×ÅÔÌÁÎÄ ÖÅÇÅÔÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÔÈÉÓ ÄÅȤ
ÃÒÅÁÓÅ ÒÅÄÕÃÅÓ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÔÅÒȭÓ ÅÒÏÓÉÖÅ ÐÏȤ
ÔÅÎÔÉÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÓÕÌÔÓ ÉÎ ÓÍÁÌÌÅÒȟ ÌÅÓÓ ÓÅÖÅÒÅ 
ПÌÏÏÄÉÎÇ ÅÖÅÎÔÓȢ 
7ÅÔÌÁÎÄÓ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ "ÁÌÄ×ÉÎ #ÏÕÎÔÙ 

ÁÒÅ ÉÎÄÉÓÐÅÎÓÁÂÌÅ ÁÎÄ ÆÒÁÇÉÌÅ ÎÁÔÕÒÁÌ 
ÒÅÓÏÕÒÃÅÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÓÉÇÎÉПÉÃÁÎÔ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ 
ÃÏÎÓÔÒÁÉÎÔÓ ÄÕÅ ÔÏ ПÌÏÏÄÉÎÇȟ ÅÒÏÓÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ 
ÓÏÉÌ ÌÉÍÉÔÁÔÉÏÎÓȢ  )Î ÔÈÅÉÒ ÎÁÔÕÒÁÌ ÓÔÁÔÅȟ 
×ÅÔÌÁÎÄÓ ÓÅÒÖÅ ÍÁÎ ÁÎÄ ÎÁÔÕÒÅȢ  4ÈÅÙ 
ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ ÈÁÂÉÔÁÔ ÁÒÅÁÓ ÆÏÒ ПÉÓÈȟ ×ÉÌÄÌÉÆÅ 

ÁÎÄ ÖÅÇÅÔÁÔÉÏÎȠ ×ÁÔÅÒ ÑÕÁÌÉÔÙ ÍÁÉÎÔÅȤ
ÎÁÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÐÏÌÌÕÔÉÏÎ ÃÏÎÔÒÏÌȠ ПÌÏÏÄ ÃÏÎÔÒÏÌȠ 
ÅÒÏÓÉÏÎ ÃÏÎÔÒÏÌȠ ÎÁÔÕÒÁÌ ÒÅÓÏÕÒÃÅ ÅÄÕÃÁȤ
ÔÉÏÎȠ ÁÎÄ ÍÁÎÙ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÃÁÕÓÅÓȢ  $ÁÍÁÇÉÎÇ ÏÒ 
ÄÅÓÔÒÏÙÉÎÇ ×ÅÔÌÁÎÄÓ ÔÈÒÅÁÔÅÎÓ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÓÁÆÅȤ
ÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÌ ×ÅÌÆÁÒÅȢ  )Ô ÉÓ ÔÈÅÒÅÆÏÒÅ 
ÎÅÃÅÓÓÁÒÙ ÆÏÒ "ÁÌÄ×ÉÎ #ÏÕÎÔÙ ÔÏ ÅÎÓÕÒÅ 
ÍÁØÉÍÕÍ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ ×ÅÔÌÁÎÄÓ ÂÙ ÄÉÓȤ
ÃÏÕÒÁÇÉÎÇ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÍÁÙ 
ÁÄÖÅÒÓÅÌÙ ÁÆÆÅÃÔ ×ÅÔÌÁÎÄÓȢ 
"ÁÌÄ×ÉÎ #ÏÕÎÔÙ ÒÅÇÕÌÁÔÅÓ 3ÔÏÒÍ ×ÁȤ

ÔÅÒ -ÁÎÁÇÅÍÅÎÔ ÐÏÌÉÃÉÅÓ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ 3ÕÂȤ
ÄÉÖÉÓÉÏÎ 2ÅÇÕÌÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ ÁÌÌ ÎÅ× ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐȤ
ÍÅÎÔÓȢ  $ÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÅ ÓÔÏÒÍ 
×ÁÔÅÒ ÒÕÎÏÆÆ ÁÒÅ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÄ ÔÏ ÃÏÎÓÔÒÕÃÔ 
ÓÔÏÒÍ ×ÁÔÅÒ ÍÁÎÁÇÅÍÅÎÔ ÆÁÃÉÌÉÔÉÅÓȢ "ÁÌÄȤ
×ÉÎ #ÏÕÎÔÙ ÈÁÓ ÐÒÏÖÉÓÉÏÎÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÍÐÏÓÅ 
ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÆÏÒ ÌÁÎÄ ÄÉÓÔÕÒÂÉÎÇ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓ 
ÔÈÁÔ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅ ÐÌÁÎÎÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÉÍÐÌÅÍÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎ 
ÏÆ ÅÆÆÅÃÔÉÖÅ ÓÅÄÉÍÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÃÏÎÔÒÏÌÓ ÆÏÒ 
ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌ ÌÏÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÕÂÄÉÖÉÓÉÏÎ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐȤ
ÍÅÎÔ ÓÉÔÅÓȢ &ÏÒ ÍÏÒÅ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÎ %ÒÏȤ
ÓÉÏÎȟ 3ÅÄÉÍÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÒ 3ÔÏÒÍ ×ÁÔÅÒ -ÁÎȤ
ÁÇÅÍÅÎÔ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÆÏÒ ÎÅ× ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐȤ
ÍÅÎÔÓȟ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ ÔÈÅ "ÁÌÄ×ÉÎ #ÏÕÎÔÙ 0ÌÁÎȤ

ÎÉÎÇ Ǫ :ÏÎÉÎÇ $ÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔ ÁÔ 
ςυρȢυψπȢρφυυ ÏÒ ÔÈÅ 3ÕÂÄÉÖÉÓÉÏÎ 0ÅÒȤ
ÍÉÔÔÉÎÇ $ÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔ ÁÔ ςυρȢωσχȢπςχψȢ  
"ÏÔÈ ÔÈÅ "ÁÌÄ×ÉÎ #ÏÕÎÔÙ 3ÕÂÄÉÖÉÓÉÏÎ 
2ÅÇÕÌÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ "ÁÌÄ×ÉÎ #ÏÕÎÔÙ 
:ÏÎÉÎÇ /ÒÄÉÎÁÎÃÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ 
ÏÎÌÉÎÅ ÁÔ  
×××ȢÐÌÁÎÎÉÎÇȢÂÁÌÄ×ÉÎÃÏÕÎÔÙÁÌȢÇÏÖ  
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County Inspection Departments and local 
libraries.  To learn more about property 
protection measures, visit FEMAôs web-
site at HTTP://www.fema.gov/rebuild/
mitigation.shtm and Baldwin Countyôs 
website under 
www.planning.baldwincountyal.gov  
FEMA provides grants, in certain 

situations, for property protection 
measures that reduce disaster losses and 
protect life and property from future dis-
aster damages.  Projects must provide a 
long-term solution to a problem.  These 
grants are made to the state or local gov-
ernment rather than to the homeowner 
directly and often have a cost-share re-
quirement.  To learn more about these 
programs, contact the Baldwin County 
Inspection Department or visit FEMAôs 
website at http://www.fema.gov/
government/grant/hma/index.shtm 

A new 3-foot concrete slab foundation was poured before elevating this 
house on cinder block piers to mitigate against flooding. 

To reduce your risk of injury during a flood: 
 

¶ Do not attempt to cross a fast flowing stream where water is above your ankles. 

¶ Keep children away from rivers,  ditches, culverts and storm drains. 

¶ Do not travel on flooded roads or through dip sections. 

¶ Never drive past a ñRoad Closedò barrier. 

¶ If your home will be affected by flood waters, turn off all electric circuits at the fuse panel or disconnect 

switch 

¶ Evacuate the flood hazard area in times of impending flood or when advised to do so by the Sheriff, Police 

or Fire Departments. 

¶ Prepare a family plan that covers activities before, during and after flood emergencies. 

HTTP://www.fema.gov/rebuild/mitigation.shtm
HTTP://www.fema.gov/rebuild/mitigation.shtm
http://www.planningandzoning@baldwincountyal.gov/CRS
http://www.fema.gov/government/grant/hma/index.shtm
http://www.fema.gov/government/grant/hma/index.shtm
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When  
elevating a 
 structure to  
mitigate against  
flooding, it is 
 important to  
elevate all  
outdoor  

appliances as 
well, like  
water  

heaters and this 
air  

conditioning 
unit. 

Every year, flooding causes more property 
damage in the United States than any other type of 
natural disaster.  While construction practices and 
regulations have made new homes less prone to 
flooding, many existing structures remain suscepti-
ble.  You can protect your property through a vari-
ety of measures that can vary in complexity and 
cost.  Raising a house above the flood level is the 
best property protection method short of moving 
the building entirely out of the floodplain.  If a 
building cannot be removed from harmôs way, it 
can be protected on site.  In areas of low flood 
threat, such as infrequent shallow flooding, barri-
ers, and dry and wet flood proofing, can be effec-
tive approaches.  Other property protection 
measures you can take include: 

*Annually inspect your hurricane straps for 
corrosion and replace them if necessary. 

*Annually inspect your pilings and floor sys-
tem for splitting, rotting, termite damage, or rusted 
connecting bolts if your home is on pilings. 

*Raise your furnace, water heater, and electric 
panel to higher floors or the attic if they are in are-
as of your home that may be flooded.  Raising this 
equipment will prevent damage.  An undamaged 
water heater may be your best source of fresh wa-
ter after a flood. 

*Avoid backflow of sewer lines by closing off 
all sewer line entries into the house.  As a last re-
sort, when floods threaten, use large corks or stop-
pers to plug showers, tubs, or basins. 

*Seal walls in basement with waterproofing 
compounds to avoid seepage through cracks. 

*Move furniture and any other valuables to 
higher floors. 

*Keep materials like sandbags, plywood, plas-
tic sheeting, and lumber handy for emergency wa-
terproofing. 

*Keep insurance policies, documents, and oth-
er valuables in a safe-deposit box. 

*Keep watercourses free of fill/debris.  Many 
people fail to recognize how regarding their yard, 
filling a wetland, or discarding debris in a water-
course can cause a problem to themselves and oth-
ers. 
There are publications and assistance in proper-

ty protection available at the offices of the Baldwin 

New Construction MUST be elevated to  Base Flood Elevation. A finished 
elevation certificate must be provided prior to final inspection. 
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4ÈÅ ÕÎÉÑÕÅ ÎÁÔÕÒÁÌ ×ÁÔÅÒ  
ÒÅÓÏÕÒÃÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÄÉÓÔÉÎÇÕÉÓÈ "ÁÌÄȤ
×ÉÎ #ÏÕÎÔÙ ÁÓ Á ÔÏÐ ÃÈÏÉÃÅ ÆÏÒ 
ÌÉÖÉÎÇȟ  
ÒÅÃÒÅÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÅÍÐÌÏÙÍÅÎÔȟ ÁÌÓÏ  
ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅ ÕÎÉÑÕÅ ÌÁÎÄ ÕÓÅ 
ÍÅÁÓÕÒÅÓ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔ ÁÎÄ ÍÁÉÎȤ
ÔÁÉÎ ÔÈÅÍ ÆÏÒ ÆÕÔÕÒÅ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÔÉÏÎÓȢ  
"ÁÌÄ×ÉÎ #ÏÕÎÔÙȭÓ ПÌÏÏÄÐÌÁÉÎ ÒÅÇÕȤ
ÌÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÒÅ ÉÎÔÅÎÄÅÄ ÔÏ  
ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔ ÐÒÉÖÁÔÅ ÁÎÄ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÐÒÏÐȤ
ÅÒÔÙȟ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔȟ 
ÅÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÅ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÉÂÌÅ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐȤ
ÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÅÖÅÎÔ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÇÒÁÄÁȤ
ÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÔÅÒÉÏÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ ÒÅȤ
ÓÕÌÔÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÕÎÒÅÓÔÒÉÃÔÅÄ ÕÓÅ ÁÎÄ  
ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔȢ 
!Ì×ÁÙÓ ÃÈÅÃË ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ #ÏÕÎȤ

ÔÙ 0ÌÁÎÎÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ "ÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ )ÎÓÐÅÃȤ
ÔÉÏÎ $ÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔÓ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÙÏÕ 
ÂÕÉÌÄȟ ПÉÌÌȟ ÁÌÔÅÒȟ ÏÒ ÇÒÁÄÅ ÏÎ ÙÏÕÒ 
ÐÒÏÐÅÒÔÙȢ  !ÌÌ ÎÅ× ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔÓȟ 
ÏÒ ÁÎÙ ÁÌÔÅÒÁÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÁÄÄÉÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÏÒ 
ÍÏÄÉПÉÃÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÏ ÙÏÕÒ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ ÏÒ 
ÌÁÎÄ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅ Á ÐÅÒÍÉÔȢ   
"ÅÆÏÒÅ ÙÏÕ ÂÅÇÉÎ ÃÏÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÏÎ 
ПÉÎÄ ÏÕÔ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÐÅÒÍÉÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÂÕÉÌÄȤ
ÉÎÇ ÓÔÁÎÄÁÒÄÓ ÁÐÐÌÙ ÂÙ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔȤ
ÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ "ÁÌÄ×ÉÎ #ÏÕÎÔÙ "ÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ 
)ÎÓÐÅÃÔÉÏÎ $ÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔȟ 0ÌÁÎÎÉÎÇ 
ÁÎÄ :ÏÎÉÎÇ $ÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔȟ ÏÒ ÔÈÅ 
(ÉÇÈ×ÁÙ $ÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÄÅÔÅÒȤ
ÍÉÎÅ ÉÆ ÙÏÕ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÄ ÔÏ 
ÏÂÔÁÉÎ Á ÐÅÒÍÉÔ ÏÒ ÔÏ  
ÒÅÐÏÒÔ ÁÎÙ ÐÏÓÓÉÂÌÅ ÕÎÁÕÔÈÏÒÉÚÅÄ  
ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÔÈÅ ПÌÏÏÄȤ

ÐÌÁÉÎȢ 
)Î ÁÄÄÉÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÒÅÇÕÌÁÒ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ  

ÐÅÒÍÉÔÓȟ ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÒÅÇÕÌÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÐÐÌÙ ÔÏ 
ÃÏÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ПÌÏÏÄÐÌÁÉÎ ÁÎÄ ÉÎ 
ПÌÏÏÄ×ÁÙÓȢ  .Ï ÃÏÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÏÎȟ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ 
ПÉÌÌÉÎÇȟ ÉÓ ÁÌÌÏ×ÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÐÐÅÄ ПÌÏÏÄȤ
×ÁÙ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÁÎ ÅÎÇÉÎÅÅÒÉÎÇ ÁÎÁÌÙÓÉÓ 
ÔÈÁÔ ÓÈÏ×Ó ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÎÏÔ 
 ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÅ ПÌÏÏÄ ÄÁÍÁÇÅ ÅÌÓÅ×ÈÅÒÅȢ  
!ÎÙ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÙ ÏÕÔÓÉÄÅ ÔÈÅ ПÌÏÏÄÐÌÁÉÎ ÂÕÔ 
×ÉÔÈÉÎ Á ÎÁÔÕÒÁÌ ÏÒ ÍÁÎ-ÍÁÄÅ  ×ÁÔÅÒȤ
ÃÏÕÒÓÅ ÁÌÓÏ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÓ Á ÐÅÒÍÉÔȢ 
%ÌÅÖÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÒ ПÌÏÏÄ-ÐÒÏÏПÉÎÇ ÍÁÙ ÂÅ 

ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÄ ÉÆ ÙÏÕ ÐÌÁÎ ÔÏ ÓÕÂÓÔÁÎÔÉÁÌÌÙ 
ÉÍÐÒÏÖÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÅØÉÓÔÉÎÇ ÓÔÒÕÃÔÕÒÅ  
ÌÏÃÁÔÅÄ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ Á &%-! ПÌÏÏÄ ÚÏÎÅ ɉÔÈÅ 
ÃÏÓÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÉÍÐÒÏÖÅÍÅÎÔ ÏÒ ÁÄÄÉÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ 
υπ ÐÅÒÃÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÖÁÌÕÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÅØÉÓÔÉÎÇ 
ÓÔÒÕÃÔÕÒÅɊȢ  )Æ ÙÏÕÒ ÐÒÏÐÅÒÔÙ ÉÓ ÓÕÂÓÔÁÎȤ
ÔÉÁÌÌÙ ÄÁÍÁÇÅÄȟ &ÅÄÅÒÁÌ ÒÅÇÕÌÁÔÉÏÎÓ 
ÍÁÙ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅ ÙÏÕ ÔÏ ÅÌÅÖÁÔÅ ÏÒ ПÌÏÏÄ-
ÐÒÏÏÆ ÁÓ ÙÏÕ ÒÅÂÕÉÌÄȢ  4ÈÅ ÄÏÃÕÍÅÎÔ 
ÔÉÔÌÅÄ ɀ Ȱ!ÎÓ×ÅÒÓ ÔÏ 1ÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ 
3ÕÂÓÔÁÎÔÉÁÌÌÙ $ÁÍÁÇÅ "ÕÉÌÄȤ
ÉÎÇÓȱ ɉ&%-!-ςρσȟ -ÁÙ ρωωρɊ ×ÉÌÌ ÈÅÌÐ 
ÁÎÓ×ÅÒ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÔÏÐÉÃ ÁÎÄ ÃÁÎ 
ÂÅ ÏÂÔÁÉÎÅÄ ÆÒÅÅ ÂÙ ÃÁÌÌÉÎÇ ρ-ψππ-τψπ-
ςυςπ ÏÒ ÂÙ ÏÎÌÉÎÅ ÁÃÃÅÓÓ ÁÔ ÈÔÔÐȡȾȾ
×××ȢÆÅÍÁȢÇÏÖȾÌÉÂÒÁÒÙȢ 
)Æ ÙÏÕ ÓÕÓÐÅÃÔ ÓÕÓÐÉÃÉÏÕÓ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÙ 

ÏÎ ×ÈÅÔÈÅÒ ÏÒ ÎÏÔ Á ÓÉÔÅ ÏÂÔÁÉÎÅÄ Á 
ÐÅÒÍÉÔȟ ÏÒ ×ÁÓ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÄ ÔÏ ÏÂÔÁÉÎ Á 
ÐÅÒÍÉÔȟ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ ÔÈÅ "ÁÌÄ×ÉÎ #ÏÕÎÔÙ 
0ÌÁÎÎÉÎÇ Ǫ :ÏÎÉÎÇ $ÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔȟ 
 "ÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ )ÎÓÐÅÃÔÉÏÎ /ÆПÉÃÅ ÏÒ ÔÈÅ 
 (ÉÇÈ×ÁÙ $ÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔȢ 

 

Floodplain Regulations Help Protect Property 
& Encourage Responsible Development 
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